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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of ciaims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (cun-ently amended) A medium transportation apparatus comprising: 

a sucking unit including a medium transportation sxarface on which a plm-ality of sucking 
holes are formed, a decompression chamber .pommvmicating with the sucking holes and a 
sucking device for sucking air in the decompression chamber; 

a delivering device for supplying a medium onto the medium transportation surface of the 
sucking unit; 

wherein, ttie medium supplied onto the medium transportation surface is sucked through 
the sucking hole by tiie sucking device, and dBliveied from an upstream side of the sucking unit 
to a downstream side thereof, 

wherein each of the sucking holes of the sucking unit is formed by a through hole section 
communicating with the decompression chamber and a sucking chamber havmg a larger area of 
a sucking surface opposed to the medium than a sectional area of the through hole section, and 

wherein side edges of said sucking chamber surrounding an entire periphery thereof are 
provided with flared slant faces wherein side edsgs of said sucldng chamber extending in a 
trm s pe^ing - d i r -e ction - of the medium are provided with flar e d slant faces . 
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2. (previously presented) The medium transportation apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein each of the sucking chambers includes a concave portion formed onto the medium 
transportation surface and the sucking chambers are mutually partitioned by partition walls. 

3. (previously presented) The medium transportation apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein the concave portion is partitioned and formed by the partition wails in a main seamiing 
direction and a subseanriing direction of the transportation apparatus, 

wherein die subscanning direction is the transportation direction of the medium, and the 
main scanning direction is oijhogonsd to the transportation direction. 

4. {previously presented) The medium ti-anspprtation apparatus aecprding to claim 2, 
wherein each of the sucking chambers has a sucking surface formed by an almost rectangular 
concave portion. 

Claim 5 (canceled) 



6. (previously presented) The mediimi transportation apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein a vwdth of a top of the partition walls is smaller than a dimension of one side or a 
diameter of llie sucking surface of the sucking chamber. 
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7. (previously presented) The medium transportation apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein a top of tiie partition walls is formed linearly with an area of approximately zero. 

8. (previously presented) The medium transportation apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein a top of the partition walls in at least a main scanning direction is formed linearly with 
an area of approximately zero, 

wherein the main scanning direction is a direction orthogonal to a transportation direction 
jof the medium. 

9. (previously presented) A liquid fixing apparatus comprising the medium 
transportation ^paxatus according to claim 1. 

10. (currently amended) A sucking unit comprising: 

a sucking and holding section provided with a plurality of sucking holes; 

a decompression chamber formed integrally with the sucking and holding section and 
communicating with the sucking holes, and 

a sucking device for sucking air in the decompression chamber, 

wherein a medium supplied cwito the sucking and holding section is sucked onto the 
sucking and holding section by the sucking device through the suekmg holes^ 
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wherein each of the sucking holes is formed by a through hole section communicating 
with the decompression chamber and a sucking chamber in which an area of a sucking surface 
Opposed to the medium is larger than a seotional area of the through hole section, and 

wherein side edges of saijd sucjsing chamber surrounding an entire periphery thereof are 
provided with flared slant faces wherein aide edges of said sHdang - ehamber extea4ing-in a 
transporting direction of tiio modium ar e provided with flar e d slant faces . 

1 1 . (previously presented) A medium transportation appariatus for supking and 
delivjering a medium supplied onto the medium transportation surface, 

wherein the medium transportation surface is provided with a plurality of sucking 
chambers, each of which has a bottom surface and a pair of simit faces located on opposite sides 
of said bottom surface, said sucking chambers being configured such that a space (h) between the 
adjacent sucking chambers, a distanpe (i) of one of said slant faces, a distance (j) of said bottom 
surface and a distance (k) of the other of said slant feces are equal to one another so as to be 
capable of absorbing an improper state by a wrinkle generated in the medium, 

12. (previously presented) The medium transportation apparatus according to claim 
11, wijerein the plurality of sucking chambere are formed corresponding to an extension rate of 
the medium. 
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13. (previously presented) The medium transportation apparatus according to claim 

1 1, wherein the plurality of sucking chambers are fonn©d corresponding to a shape of a wrinkle 
generated on the medium, 

14, (previously presented) The medium transportation apparatus according to claim 
1 1 , wherein a regulating device for regulating a shape of a wrinkle generated on the medium is 
provided on an upstreain side of transportafion from the medium transportation surface* 

15. (canceled), 

1 6, (previously presented) The medium transportation eqjparatus according to claim 
1 1 , further comprising^ a sucking unit including 

a plurality of sucking holes provided on liie medium transportation surface, 

a decompression chamber coiiimiinicating vwth the sucking holes, the sucking holes 

communicating witii the decompression chamber and 

a sucking device for sucking air in the decompression chamber, 

wherein each of the sucking holes corresponds to each of the plurality of sucking 

chambers, the plurality of sucking chambers having a larger area of a sucking surface opposed to 

1hQ medium tiian a seelional area of the sucking hole. 
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1 7, (previously presented) A liquid fixing .ai^gratus comprising ihe medium 
transportation apparatus according to claim 1 1. 

Claims 1 S-2 1 (canceled). 

22. (previously presented) A medium transportation apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein a hard porous material is provided in a position corresponding to a medium edge 

section of the medium transportation surface. 

23. (previously presented) The medium transportation apparatus according to claim 
22, wherdn a hard porous materia:! Is provided in positions couesponding to widths of various 
papers of the medium, 

24. (previously presented) The medium transportation apparatus according to daitn 
22, wherein the hard porous material is provided to be extended in a lateral direction of the 
niedium. 



25. (previously presented) The medium transportation apparatus according to claim 
22, wherein the hard porous material is removably attached to the medium transportation surface. 
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26, (previously presented) The medium transportation apparatus according to claim 
22, wherein an absorbing material is provided on an underside of the hard porous material. 

27. (previously presented) The medium transportation apparatus accotcUnjg to elaiin 
22 , wherein a lower part of the hard porous material communicates with a decompression 

chamber, 

2.8. (previously presented) A liquid fixing apparatus comprising the medium 
transportation apparatus according to claim 22, 

Claims 29-34 (canceled). 

35. (currently amended): A medium transportation appar^us comprisnig: 

a medium transportation surface on which a medium is sucked and transported; 

a plurality of sucldng chambers aligned to a transportation direction of tiie medium on 
said transportation surface, wherein a sucking hole is foraied in substantially a center of each of 
said sucking chambers; 

wherein side edges of smd sucking chamber smrounding an entire periphery thereof are 
provided with flaied slant face sw herein side edea s-e f paid ouolcine - ohamber e xtending in a 
transporting direction of th e m e dium are provid e d with flared slant f i aces . 
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36. (previously presented) A medium transportation af^aratus comprising: 

a mediiun transportation surface on whiich a medium is sucked and transported; 

a sucking chamber fotmed on the medium transportation surface extending in a 
teanspomtion direction of the medium suhstantially from an upstream end io a downstream end 
of the medium transportation surface; and 

a plurality of sucking holes formed in the sucking chamber, 

wherein side edges of said sucking chamber surrounding an entire periphery hereof are 
provided with flared slant faces. 



Claim 37 (canceled.) 



